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Monday, October 30, 2000 
A Newsletter for th e 
GRANDVALLEY 
ST ATE UN I VE R S I TY 
Community 
Volume 25 , Number 14 
South African Professor Visits School of Education 
Living under a government ruled 
by apartheid, Harold Herman watched 
bulldozers destroy house after house 
in his South African neighborhood. 
His fa mily and others were then 
forced to move to an area specific to 
their race . 
Progressive changes began immedi-
ately after South African voters adopted 
a democratic government in 1994. A 
new constitution and a bill of rights were 
approved, but according to Herman, 
some scars from the past are still visible . 
Herman is a visiting professor from 
the University of the Western Cape in 
Cape Town, South Africa . Along with 
teaching courses in multicultural educa-
tion and diversity, Herman lectures about 
South African history and politics to 
groups on and off campus. 
Professor Harold Herman with his family and Robert Hagerty, dean of the School of 
Education. Pictured are, le.ft to right, Hagerty, Marcia Herman, Hayley Herman, Harold 
Herman and Kurt Herman. 
Across Campus 
GVSU Aids Eco-Bus 
Project 
The Eco-Bus, a classroom on wheels 
aimed at helping area youths learn 
about the environment, 
was unveiled Tuesday, 
October 24, at an event 
at the Alumni House 
and Visitor Center. 
GVSU's Regional Math and Science 
Center, working with Jenison , 
Grandville, and Hudsonville public· 
schools and the Ottawa Area Intermedi-
ate School District, helped develop the 
program, which will involve fifth and 
sixth graders, as well as high school 
students. 
The Eco-Bus was created by retrofitting 
a used Jenison Public School bus with 
Grand Valley's relationship with 
University of the Western Cape dates 
back four years. Robett Hagerty, dean of 
the School of Education, traveled to 
South Africa and was introduced to 
Herman in 1996. 
"We've developed a good relationship 
over the years," Hageny said. "And when 
he indicated he was taking a sabbatical 
leave, I talked to President Lubbers and 
asked if we could bring him here." 
The exchange extends beyond 
Herman's visit. In the winter semester, 
two GVSU students w ill complete their 
student teaching in Cape Town. More 
education students will travel there next 
year and Herman is hoping to establish 
similar exchanges with other academic 
depa1tments. 
During his tenure here, Herman plans 
to author a paper on education reform 
detailing school choice and vouchers. As 
a member of the Comparative and 
International Education Society, he will 
deliver his paper in March during a 
conference in Washington, D.C. 
"There are inequities in your schools, 
particularly in the ru ra l and urban poor 
districts," Herman said. "The key 
question to an outsider is: can these 
inequities be addressed w ithout some 
form of central intervention?" 
laboratory workstations, customized 
cabinetty, TV monitors, a Global Position-
ing System, flex camera, and computer 
science equipment. The $55,000 mobile 
lab was funded almost entirely through 
donations by parent clubs, area businesses 
and local foundations. 
The bus w ill be used by students 
from Grandville , Hudsonville , and 
continue on page 2 
The GVSU Forurn is 
published by the Office of 
Univ rsity Communica tions 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in session and biweek ly du ring 
the summer. The submission 
dead line is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, ed itor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mai l box. From off campus, 
ema il forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250 
Faculty and staff members 
can fi nd an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web at 
WW'i.v.gvsu.edu/ online/ forum/ 
form.html/ 
Visit GVNow, Grand Va lley's 
dai ly online publication, on the 
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Across Campus 
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Jenison to conduct fi eld expe riments, 
including water and soil analysis, at the local 
YMCA's Camp Optimist. The students wi ll 
also study examples of succession, predator-
prey re lationships, and human e ffect on the 
envi ronment. The data collected by the 
students in a ll three districts will be posted 
and shared on the Eco-Bus Web site. 
The bus is expected to serve 1,900 
students in its first year. 
Hudsonville High School students Amber Guikema 
right, and Becky Meinema, cente1; t1y out some of 
the Eco-Bus lab equipment under the watchjitl eye 
of their teache1; Mrs. Webster. 
Grand Valley Dedicates 
Engineering Labs Building 
Freel Kelle r (center) dons a compute rized 
g love du ring the dedication of the Keller 
Engineering Laboratories on Tuesday, 
October 24, as GVSU President Arend D. 
Lubbers (left) and Hugh Jack, assistant 
professor of engineering, look on. The glove 
was used to control a stuclent-clesignecl and 
built robot, which was used in the ribbon-
cutting fo r the new facility in downtown 
Grand Rapids. Keller, who founded Paragon 
Die and Engineering Co., was given an 
honora1y doctorate in engineering at the 
ceremony. 
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Political Scene 
GVSU factored in a pivotal event in 
Campaign 2000, having hosted the October 22 
debate between U.S. Senator Spencer 
Abraham, pictured during the pre-debate 
sound check, and his challe nger, U.S. Rep. 
Debbie Stabenow. Polls show the race 
tightening since the showdown in the 
DeVos Center on the Grand Rap ids Campus. 
Kingston Visitors Tour GVSU 
Hea lth professiona ls from Kingsto n 
University and St. George's Hospital Med ica l 
School in London met with the ir GVSU 
counte rparts last week to better unde rsta nd 
Kingston University faculty pose with Tom Mark.s, 
seated in cente1; during their visit to CVSU. Marks 
director of the physician assistant studies program'. 
hosted the group, which i.s studying the possibility of 
crealmg a PAS program al the London university. 
the role of a physician assistant and how to 
establish such a curriculum. The t\vo 
unive rsities have a long-standing re lation-
ship and have participated in many facu lty, 
staff and stude nt exchanges. 
continued on page 3 
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GVSU is one of five unive rsities in 
Michigan to have a Physician Assistant 
Studies program. 
Mike Pittilo , Kingston's dean of faculty 
of health and socia l ca re sciences, said 
hea lth ca re in Great Britain has neared a 
critical point. "The problem is the demand 
for it," he sa id . "TI1e demand always 
exceeds the resources that are available." 
In the last decade , British hea lth care 
workers have shifted toward primary 
ca re and preventive medicine . Pittilo 
sa id a PA wou ld greatly reduce the 
workload fo r a general practitio ner. 
Tom Ma rks, directo r of Grand 
Va lley's PAS program, hosted the 11-
pe rson Kingston contingent. 
Young Authors Join GVSU 
Literacy Conference 
The th ird annual Celebrate Lite racy 
Conference, held at Grand Va ll ey State 
Uni versity on October 20-21 , included 
many noted children 's authors, and 13 
authors who were children. 
Second graders ji··om Beechnau Elementary 
sign copies o.f their book during the Celebrate 
Literacy conference held at CVSU. 
Second graders from Beechnau 
Elementa1y School in Ravenna d iscussed 
and signed copies of the ir book, titled 
Daleota Learns Responsibility. They wrote 
the book last year as a class project to 
help the family of Dakota Hammerson 
cope with medica l bills. Dakota, brothe r 
of second-grader Brooklynn , suffe rs from 
a rare blood disease. 
Constance Jones, associate professor 
of English, received the first Excellence in 
Literacy Award for her dedication in 
teaching children to read. Jones retired in 
August after 26 years at GVSU. 
GVSU's School of Education, English 
Department and Library Se rvices 
sponsored the conference. 
Faculty/Staff Campaign 
Benefits GVSU Students 
The campaign cabinet fo r the 2000 
GVSU Facul ty and Staff Campaign met 
at the Meadows on October 24, to 
discuss funcl-ra ising strategies . 
Kent Fishe r, associate di recto r of 
alumni re lations, w ill coordinate the 
effo rt with co-chairpe rsons Mary Seeger, 
clean o f Academic Resources and 
Special Programs, and William Baum, 
professor of Po litical Science. Now in its 
16th year, the campaign has raised more 
than $1 million for student scholarships 
and othe r endowed and non-endowed 
funds at GVSU. 
Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for 
Development and Alumni, and President 
Arend D. Lubbers addressed the group 
and stressed the impo1tance of the fund . 
Gifts to WGVU Radio and Television also 
are counted as facul ty and staff pledges 
for campaign purposes, and the President 
aga in will match donations to named 
endowment funds. 
For more information about the 
campaign, contact the Development Office 
at x6530 or Alumni Relations at x3593. 
UComm Adds Writers 
Three new communications special-
ists have joined the University Commu-
nications team in a move to better serve 
the GVSU community. The new staffe rs 
wi ll work with in a beat system that 
all ows them each to focus on a group 
of university departments and units. 
"This is a move to keep up with the 
university's growth and stay on top of the 
great stories that unfold eve1y day," sa id 
Stephen Wa rd, director of University 
Communications. "Our new writers will 
generate content for news releases, 
CVNow, and the rest of our publications. 
Plus, they'll be liaisons with the university 
community to help us meet the various 
external and internal communications 
needs that arise." 
The Office of University Communica-
tions produces GVSU's officia l publica-
tions and Web content, hand les media 
relations, marketing and advertising, 
pe riodica ls such as Forum, and assists 
in special events. 
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The new communications specialists 
are Brian J. Bowe, Michele Johnson and 
Nancy Willey. Bowe comes to GVSU from 
the Holland Sentinel, where he covered 
govenunent and was the recipient of the 
1999 publ isher's award for Repo1ter of the 
Year. He previously worked at the 
Nashua Telegraph. Bowe received his 
bachelor's degree from GVSU. 
Left to right, Nancy Willey, Michele Jobnson, 
and Brian j. Bowe, have joined the Universi-
ZY Communications team. 
Johnson has worked in journalism 
fo r eight yea rs, most recentl y as the 
news edito r of the Cadillac News. She 
received he r bache lo r's degree from 
Michigan State University and master's 
degree from Delta State University in 
Mississippi. 
Willey, an alumna of GVSU, has 
worked in public re lations and journal-
ism fo r the past two decades. Her most 
recent pos itions were feature write r fo r 
the Holland Sentinel and edito r of a 
regional tourist publica tion . 
Beat coverage assignments incl ude: 
Bowe - Seidman School of Business, 
Van Andel Global Trade Center, Science 
and Mathematics, Academic Se1v ices, 
Continuing Education, IT; Johnson -
School of Education, Chaner Schools, 
Kirkhof School of ursing, Student 
Se1vices, Padnos Internationa l Center, 
Graduate Stuclies/ Grants/ R&D, Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center; Willey -
Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, 
School of Social Work, Academic 
Resources, Student Life; Ward - Ad minis-
tration, Public Safety. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle1y Hours: 10 a. m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs. 
Through Dec. 31 
Va n Andel Museum Center Hours: "Galle1y of the Street 
Exhibitio n: 20th Century Posters from Poland. " Van Andel 
Museum Cente r. 
Through Nov. 30 
Gallery Hours: "Return to Beauty: Contempora1y Chinese 
Prints from the Ihrman Collectio n. " Calder Ga llery, PAC. 
Mon., Oct. 30 
1 p.m.: Pew FTLC. "After the Hollering Stops: Creating 
Racial Healing and Persona l Power," with Patricia 
Raybon. CDC. 
3-5 p.m.: Pew FTLC. "Teaching and Talking about Race," with 
Patricia Raybon. Admissions Conference Room. Call x3498. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling Center. "Meditation-Stress Reduction 
for Hea lthier Living." 204 STU. Call x3266. 
Tues. , Oct. 31 
4:30-6 p.m.: Plan ning Session (facul ty) : "Designing O ur 
Preferred Future ." Regency Room, DeVos Center. 
Wed. , Nov. l 
8:45 a.m.-4 p.m.: Counse ling Center. "Preparing Students for 
the Cultural Divers ity of the 21st Century. " AH. Ca ll 
x3266 fo r more information. 
Benefits Bulletin 
Adoption Benefits Program 
The university this week will begin a new benefit for 
e lig ible facul ty and staff memb rs who are pursui ng adoption. 
Under the program, adoption-related expenses, including 
agency and placement fees, lega l fees, bi1th mother medical 
expenses, tempora1y fos ter ca re costs, immigration, immuniza-
tion , and translation fees, and transportation and lodging, will 
be covered, up to $3,000 per child. 
To use this benefit , the adopted child must be under 18 
and may be biologically related to either parent, which is 
known as kinship adoption. Step-parent adoptions are not 
eligible . 
Some GVSU employees, depending on their tax brackets, 
may also be e ligible for income tax credits. GVSU adoption 
re imbursements are considered income and will be taxed. 
"I'm proud of the unive rsity's recognition of the need for 
adoptio n assistance," said Ma1y Warner, benefits manager. 
"Grand Va lley is the fi rst public state university in Michigan 
to offer an ado ption program as one of the ir benefits ." 
The new program, which begins Wednesday, November 1, 
puts GVSU in line with severa l other west Michigan 
employers that offer comparable benefits. Ca ll the Human 
Resources O ffi ce at x2215 for more information. 
Thurs. , Nov. 2 
10-11 a. m.: Counseling Center. "Practice, Practice, Practice-
Preparation for the GRE. " 203 STU. Call x3266. 
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12 Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Camill a Hoitenga, flutist. CDC. 
4-5 p .m.: Counseling Center. "Stress Reduction: Staying Sane 
With an Insane Schedule." 101B DeVos. 
4-5:30 p.m.: Counseling Center. Spirituality seminar. 204 
STU. Call x3266. 
8 p.m.: Lecture-Recita l Series. Er-Hu and Ku-Chin , Chinese 
musical instruments, featured in a program with Diane 
McElfish, Helen Marlais, and Cu1tis Smith. Recital Hall, PAC. 
Fri. , Nov. 3 
9-10:50 a.m .: SIS training. 112 HRY. Call x3327 to register. 
Sports 
Spons Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Fri. ,Nov. 3 
7 p.m.: Women's Soccer at Ferris State University. Big Rapids. 
7 p.m. : Volleyba ll . Northwood Un iversity at GVSU. 
Sat.,Nov. 4 
11 a .m. : Cross Country. Great Lake Regional. Ashland, OH. 
1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving at Alma College. Alma. 
12 Noon: Footba ll at Wayne State University. Detroit. 
4 p.m.: Voll eyba ll . Saginaw Va ll ey State Un ivers ity at GVSU. 
Coming Events 
Arts at Noon Features Camilla Hoitenga 
Camilla Hoitenga has been in demand worldwide as a 
fluti st s ince she won the prestigious Gaudeamus Prize in 
Rotterdam in 1981. This yea r has taken her to appearances 
from Paris to Cologne, Germany, to Helsinki, Finland , to 
New York City's Carnegie Hall. 
Next, she will head to Japan. 
But first the world-class flutist 
w ill make Allenda le he r destina-
tion fo r a performance at 12 
noon o n Thu rsday, November 2, 
at the Cook-DeWitt Center. The 
so lo recita l, part of GVSU's Arts 
at Noon Series, is free of charge 
and open to the public. 
Hoitenga, daughter of GVSU 
Professor of Philosophy Dewey 
Hoitenga, performs in solo 
concerts, with a va riety of 
o rchestras and in collaboration 
w ith renowned composers. 
Cam'illa H oitenga 
Hoitenga has taught at several universities and interna-
tiona l master classes. She graduated from Calvin Coll ege 
and completed her master's and doctoral work at the 
University of Illino is . Hoitenga lives in Cologne, Germany. 
